
The attacks on Easter that specifi-
cally targeted Christians and tourists in 
Sri Lanka should give us pause. They 
confirm what we already know to be 
true—that the church still faces and will 
continue to face increased persecution 
in the coming days. 

Jesus warned that the world will 
hate us because of our allegiance to 
Him (see John 15:18-25). As Ameri-
cans, we’ve been fairly insulated from 
such persecution, but we are seeing 
the precursors for it more and more 
everyday—stereotyping, vilifying, and 
marginalizing. Next will come criminal-
izing and then persecution. While we 
have it pretty easy here, our brothers 
and sisters in countries like India or Sri 
Lanka have been enduring persecution 
for centuries. 

But with every attack on Christiani-
ty, whether it happens by means of a 
church bomb or shooting here or 
abroad, or by way of the courts, the 
government, or the press, it becomes 
clearer that the line in the sand is being 
drawn. Are you, who call yourself a 
Christian, willing to live for Jesus, even 
if it might mean dying for Him? 

Twenty years ago, we never 
dreamed that just going to a church 
gathering might mean losing our lives, 
but that has changed. And now, the 
words of Jesus mean more to us than 
ever before when we read things like, 
“You will be hated by everyone be-
cause of me, but the one 
who stands firm to the end will be 
saved.” (Matt. 10:22, NIV) Or, “Stand 
firm, and you will win life.” (Luke 21:19, 
NIV) And from the Apostle Paul: “Be on 
your guard; stand firm in the faith; be 
courageous; be strong. Do everything 
in love.” (1 Cor. 16:13-14, NIV) As Je-
sus followers, we must not waver. 

Jesus and His apostles were repet-
itive in their encouragement to stand 
firm. They knew it would weed out the 
men from the boys, so to speak. Those 
who aren’t very committed to Christ will 
walk away and join a worldly point of 
view, while the true followers of Jesus 
will remain to the end. 

Ed Stetzer pointed out a few years 
ago that 75% of Americans checked 
the “Christian” box on a survey that 
was conducted. This is how they self-
identified. Yet, we know better than to 
believe that three-fourths of the country 
is following the Bible, right? 

Stetzer goes on to discuss three 
categories of the American population 
that identify as Christian. You have the 
Cultural Christians—those who believe 
they are Christians simply because 
their culture tells them they are. They 
are Christians by heritage and likely 
have religious roots in their family. 
They wouldn’t call themselves atheists 
and will show up at a church once or 
twice a year, but they really don’t re-
volve any of their decisions or lifestyle 
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around their faith. But they do believe in 
God. Stetzer estimates that these make 
up a third of that 75%. 

Another third he labels Congregation-
al Christians. Similar to the first group, 
these individuals have at least some level 
of connection to congregational life. They 
likely would identify a “home church” they 
grew up in or perhaps were married in. 
They probably even visit occasionally, 
maybe even once every few months or 
so. They grew up in the church, they have 
their membership there, but church isn’t 
really a regular part of their life now. They 
don’t really have a Biblical worldview. Or, 
in some cases, in this category you might 
find people who are in church quite often, 
yet really don’t let it shape much of their 
life when they leave. Like Cultural Chris-
tians, it’s not a real vibrant faith, even 
though there’s a little more church attend-
ance than the first category. 

The last third Stetzer labels Convic-
tional Christians—those who are actually 
striving to live according to their faith. 
These are Christians who would say that 
Jesus has changed their lives. They don’t 
live perfect lives, but their faith is the core 
of their identity. 

As we see Christianity in decline, and 
as churches close their doors more and 
more each year, I believe what we are 
seeing is, not really a drop in the last cat-
egory, but actually just more and more of 
the first two categories shifting over to the 
“no religion” category. It’s no longer to 
their advantage to wear the name Chris-
tian, so they’re subtly excusing them-
selves of a label that was never really 
true of them in the first place. 

Persecution has a way of thinning out 
the Cultural and Congregational Chris-
tians, while strengthening the Conviction-
al Christians. That’s why I would agree 
with Stetzer that Christianity isn’t techni-
cally in decline. It’s just that more and 
more Christians are counting the costs, 
and some are jumping ship. The church 
isn’t dying; it’s just becoming more clearly 
defined. And that’s not necessarily a bad 
thing. 

We will have our next VBS planning 
meeting on May 6 at 6:30pm in the 
FCML. Anyone who would like to help 
out in the planning process with the 
Community VBS this summer at SFCC 
is welcome to attend. 

On Sat., June 1 at 4:00-9:00pm, we 
will be having our annual Summer 
Cookout at Jeff & Karen Heuby’s 
house (4750W 200S, Lyons). Every-
one is invited! Please be advised if 
you bring your little ones that the 
shooting range will be open. So, close 
parental supervision is imperative. 
Bring your friends, lawn chairs, guns 
and ammo, ear protection, and a $5/
adult donation for food. Please RSVP 
to Jeff or Karen for a headcount if you 
plan to attend. 

If you or a relative who regularly at-
tends SFCC is graduating from high 
school or college, we wish to recog-
nize you/them on June 2. Please sign 
up in the WCML foyer so that no one 
is overlooked. We ask that you/they be 
present during the morning worship 
service that Sunday to be recognized. 
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But it’s vitally important 
that you know where you 
stand. Are you a Christian by 
name only? Or, will you deny 
yourself, pick up your cross, 
and follow Him? 

No matter what the future 
holds for us, stand firm, 
church. Our reward will be well 
worth it. 
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